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SILVER POX FARMING.

.Washington,‘D. C., Those thinking of engaging in
fox farming as a source of profit should consider carefully the
cautions and the data as torthe expense of equipping a farm, and
would do well to weigh carefully the‘eonservative statements as to
the profits from this industry, which are included in U, S. Depart-
ment of Agrlculture Bulletin 301 The Domestication of the Silwer PFox

The bulletin points out that the prlces of furs and of breed-
ing animals. hawe fallen conslderably s1noe July, 1914 . and states
that the prices running into thousands oftdollara formerly paid for
live silver foxes were hased not on the.fur value of the animals,
but on their possibilities as breeding ahimals, in an industry ih
which there was great specclative eﬁcitement. On this general point
the author says: "The business of fox breeding will be on a much'
more stable basis than at present wheh thelvalue o} breeding animale
bears an approximate relation to the-value of their pelts in the
«Qpegnma?ket. f?he“proftts'ih:eitverfﬁng.farming prior to 1910 were
realized mainly from the sale of peltso-since then, they‘haVe been
derived almost entirely from the sale of live foxes for breeding
purposes, There has bveen a recent sharp decline in the prices of
breeding stock," )

The choice of location of a fox farm is of prime importance,
The best furs come from cool, moderately humid regions. If a lo-
cality furnishes native fqrs of higheé:ade, that locality is favor-
able to the demestication of Turvbeafers. The climate of the Mid-
dle and Southern States 15 not well suited to thls industry, as

shown by the medium or low prices commanded by furs from these
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areas. The ratio of expense to 1ncome must be considered with care,
One can not pay the exorbitant prices animals for stocking purposes
eometimes.bring and expect to raise fur at a'profit. Neither can

one expect to raise furs of a fine quality from inferior stock.

But given gﬂhormai market for breeding-stock end pelts, a favorable
1ocation, a love-for:ahimals; and an-hrdihafj HeQrbe of prudence,
one may engage in black or silver fox farming with a good prospect
of satisfactory returns, ﬂrovided, of course, a high price for pelts

is sustained, Values of animals and pelts were very high a few
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years ago, when the industry was beingviaunched, but are now on a
much lower basis. Those who conte@plate going actively into the
business or investing their money.in corporatibns or compagies or-
ganized‘fbr fox farming should investigate thoroughly all phases of
the business,

The records show that 133 silver fox skins of all grades of-
fered in 1914 at a London auction sale realized an average value
qf only $118 each,

Thevsilver fox is simply a color phase qf thé common réd fox,
Thg name "silver fox" as commonly used by furriers, includes thé
dgrk.phases of the ordinary red fox vafiously called silver, silver
gray, silver blagk, or black, and is not to be_cénfused.wiﬁh the
gray, or tree fox, the fur of which is of comparatively little
value, The red, the typical cross fox,’th§§ilver, and the plaqk fox
all intexbreed and when'one occurs occasional examples of @he others
may be expgcted.‘ This fact can be used;‘és the bulletin po;nts out,
tg develop silvers ﬁy cross mating; and selective breeding is im-
portant to produce éilver progeny. Breeding to produce less ner-
vous animals, as well as to producé fine pelts, hﬁsi be:conside:ed.

The most valuable skins are those in which the entire pelage
is dark at the base and overlaid with grayish white, The black
skins recently have fal;en below silvers becagse furriers find they
can dye red skins black., Silver foxes can be raised wherever the
red foxes live in the wild state but will produce superior fu; only
in regions where the fox naturally produces é superior :ur. Regords
o@ ;he Biplogical Survey show that such localities occu;'only nprth
of the southern boundary of the Canadian Zone. This boupdary, as
showp by a map in the bulletin, crosses the Statés of Maine, New |
Hampshire, Vgrmont. Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and South Dakota,
and extends southward along the mount@ins in New»Yo:k, Pennsylvania,
West Virginia; and in all the StatesAof the Rocky quntain region
and westward. South of the forested fegiohs of the ﬁorthern tier

of States and western ggégon, however, the Canadian Zone, although
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sufficiently eold, is”€6¢ dry and sunny for the production of

. first-class fur. In the Transition Zone, a region less cold, foxes
having a fair,quaiity of fur may be raised, but the best are ob-

tained only in mbre northern latitudes.

To raise gilver féxes calls for a pair of foxes, which will



v . ‘ -3-

cost from $156 to $250 each for the common eiivers, up to several
thousand dd}lars each for the best siivets. The yards in which they
are kebt ‘must~ = have high and strong Wire~net or board feﬁees with -
an overhang at the top to prevent the fo res from crawllng over,
These fences either have to.be sunk in the ground or the fence wire
‘has to be extended as a-mat on the greund te prevent the animals

from digging under. The cost ef yards runs from $100 to $150 each,
which includes the making of the special dens needed for the animals.
The equipment is described in detail in the builefin.” The chisf re-
quirements for a fox farm are well-drained :woeded.land ihta secluded
‘section where the foxes, Wthh are incllned to be nervous will not

be subject to outside dlsturbance. The fox ranch must have good
dralnage and must be partlally shaded by a young growth of deciduous
'trees. Each pair of fokxes should have a runway of about 2,500 square
feet and prov131on should be made for separatlng them. One reason
for properly equipping the yards and locating them away f:om outside
interfefence is the fact that the vixen is Gery nervous about ker

cubs and frequently mlshandles and kllls them in attempts to hide

them from imaginary dangers.: Axinnﬁange inean Jmportant feature
because foxes do not tame readily and rarely become friendly. Con-
stant change of persons in charge, like the presence of absolute
etrangers has a detrimental effect"dn thenm.

Foxes requlre some specxal attentlon certain skill in hand-
ling, and great care in feedlng. They thrive_on’a'varied'diet,'ih-
cluding meat, flSh, mueh,,milk. bread;”and table’scraps, but they
afe easily indured, especiaily when yeﬁng,:b§'im§roper food, It
costs from'ﬁﬁ to $15 a year to feed fokee, debending on whether
there are e6we ahd whether graiﬁ andivegetables are raised on the

farm, The fixed annual charge against a pair of foxes will valxy

with the locallty and value of equlpment etc. On some ranches 1t
has been eetimated about as follows:

Interest on cost of yards..}..{.$10
- Depreciation .of yards...i..s4¢.. 10

. FOOd,.- ------- L S B I R S Y I I I I R I Y 20 )
S Attendlnce ............... - 950 -
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To this mus® de added a rnaaonlhle charge for 1hterest on the’orig-
inal cost of the foxes.

The young are born in April or May, the average litter con-
taining four cubs, but, as only about ‘half of the captive females
produce young in any given year, the annual increase on fox fa.ms
has not averaged above 100 per cent.
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